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PURANA SAMHITA.
BY
S. P. L. NarasiMEAsSwAMI, P.O.L.

[The present articlesis a summary of the important sections of the author's Introduction
to the PURANA-SAMHITA restored by him, in which every point is discussed in all its details
The object of the present article is to acquaint the Oriental scholars with the, results of the
labours of the author in "the field of Puranic research extefiding over 380 years and to an-
nounce the restoration of the PURANA-SAMHITA which is entitled {0 be regarded as the first
historical record of India, being compiled about 2000 B.C, wcountmg the history of Bharata-
varsa from the 4th Milleni .m B.C. —Ed.]

CONTENTS.—I, Introductory. II The Puranas. II. The Purana-sathhita; V. Search
fo- the Purana-carhhita. V. Attempts to restore the Purana- samhita. VI. Purina-sathhita restored
VII. The contents of the Purdna-sathhita, VIIL The date of the Purina-sathhita. IX. Conclusion,

I. INTRODUCTORY.

The field of Sanskrit literature is so vast that it would be no exagger-
ation to say that every branch of it is fit to be treated as.an independent liter-
ature itself. The Vedic literature has its own students who devoted all their
lives to its study. Similarly the.Vyakarapa literature with its own scholars,
the Nyaya with its tarkika-scholars and the Vedantic with its Vedantists—all
deserve to be classed as mdependent literatures. Some branches of Sanskrit
literature, however, were uot so fortunate as to have their $pecial following.
The Puranic and the Ayurvedic literatures are two of such ill-fated ones. But
from the beginning of the preseut century some scholars have eagerly turned
their attention to the study of the Purdnic literature, both in our country and
in the west. Among the most prominent of such workers in - Europe may be
mentioned as Mr. Y. E. Pargiter of Oxford (England) and Prof. Willibald
Kirfel of Bonn (Germany). That the results of their labours are unsatisfactory
is a natural corollary from the fact that sampradaya or tradition is beyond their
reach, The Purinic literature is specially dependent on a thorough knowledge
of its tradition rather than on independent investigation. Hence the investi-
gations of both the foreign scholars, unaided by tradition, strayed from the right
path and became unserviceable for the purpose for which they were intended, ¢

In our country also, the critical study of Puranic 11terature is attempted
from the beginning of the present century only. At first the attention of scholars
was directed towards small portions of the Puranas, mostly connected with
early chronology called the Bharisyadrdjanukirtanam. So far as it is kuown,
the attempt at a complete study of the Purapic litarature was not previously

{ number.

' sammhita etc. belong to this class.
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II. Taﬁ PURANAS.

The Puranas, or more strictly the Maha-purdnas. are eighteen in

These are the recognized works of Puranic literature, Besides these
there are some other works going by the name of Purapa, but their genuineness
as such is open to doubt. Siva-pnrana Nilamata-purana, Devibhagavata, Garga-
But on this account, the historical value of
these works should not be under-estimated, as they are the. only sources thro-
wing light on some points not explained in the recognized Puranas, Even in
the recognised Puranas there are works which are of no value ffom the historical
point of view. The eighteen Purdnas’ are :—
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The grantha-sankya (total number of verses) of these Puranas is
noted in some of them. As a matter of fact, the correctness of  these numbers
is questionable. No existing Purana (either in print or manuscript) possesses
the mentioned extent. “Perhaps the numbers include a vide margin for future
additions. They therefore deserve no seiious consideration.

The nature of these Puranas is such that from the time of their birth
they served as religious manuals, though the word ‘Purana’ originally meant
‘an authenticated history (including geography).” The chief function of the
Purdpas has come to be to explain elaborately the benefits of religious
ceremonies, such as, danams,® vratams?® tirtha-yatras,® pitr-sraddhas, etc.
N adi-mahatmyams and kshetra-mahatmyams also formed part of them. Indeed

they are the manuals of the ‘purohit-class who have to instruct. the people in
religious ceremonies.

In spite of this, portions of the Puranas, or strictly the early Puranas,
are still ‘Purdna’ in the original sense of the word.  The priestly class was
thus sepsible in producing the present Puranas. It is the great fortune of India
that the original function of the * Purana’ is still preserved in these Puranas or

at least in some of them. Indians thereby possess the recorded history of their
\
1, There is a mnemonic verse which helps us in remembering the names of the 18 Puranas,
3 + N .
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undertaken by any scholar. The present auth01 started his enthusiastic study
of Puranic literature as early as 1910 and steadily and patiently pursued it for
long perlod of more than thirty years. In the sections that follow . he shows
how he has attempted to estimate the historical value of the different Puranas,
their relation to an authenticated ancient historical record, their evolution for]
religious purposes and their gradual deviation from the original historical func
tion to a complete religious one.

Here the initial letters of the names of the,work are enumerated.
2. They are gifts to Brahmans.
8. Feeding Brahmans with a number of dishes.

4, In these and in the pity-ér@ddhas also, ;vorship of Brahmans with gifts in cash and kind
and feeding them form the principal theme.
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country extending as far back as 4000 B.c. Thus “the subject matter of the
early Purdnas divide: itself into two parts, viz (1) the religious or the main part
and (2) the historical or the secondary part. The historical material, though

it occupies a subordinate position in the book, is more important to the scholar

and the historian as it supplies him with matter for the construction of his
country’s past. From the stand point of this historical material, the Puranas
fall into three groups.

terms — handed down through tradition from times immemorial. The second
group comprising Vishnu-, Bhagavata - and Vamana - Purdnas, contain the
material in a condensed form, without agreement among themselves or with
those of the first group. Vishnu reproduces it mostly in prose and Bhagavata
in poetry. The peculiarity of Vamana is that it supplies material different from
the others. The third group embracing most of the remaining Puranas contains
very little matter of historical value. The Agneys and the Garuda form a
separate and inferior group by themselves. The Agneya is a conglomerate of
separate works on Grammar, Phonetics, Rhetoric, Medicine etc. Garuda mostly
treats of mantra-sastra and its Uttarakanda is filled with the descrlptlon of the
imaginary Preta and Naraka worlds.

The authorship of the eighteen Puranas is traditionally attributed to |

Vyasa, Krishna Parasara. The language, the sryle and the contents of the
different Puranas are so dls<1m1]ar that they belie the tradition It will be
explained in the following section why such a tradition established itself,

III. THE PURANA-SAMHITA.

The Vayu-purana (as well as the Brahmanda-purana ) furnishes us
with the inforinaticn that Vyasa, Krishna Parasara wrote the Purana-sambhita.
The school of Aitihdsikas and the Purdpa-samhita age described in a few
stanzas which are found verbatim in the Brahmanda-purana also.
only eleven in number. "
readers.

I reproduce them here for the information of the
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The first group, consisting of Vayu, Brahmanda - and
Matsya-Puranas contain nearly all the historical material — alinost in verbatim |

As they are
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( Vayu-purana. 1.)

The teachers of the Puranic school are called the Aitihasikas. The line
of AitihGsikas is thus described:— Vyasa Krishna Paradara initiated Sita
Lomaharsana in the Jaya-sashita (the original of the Mahabharata and in the
Purana-sarhita. Siita l.omaharsana, in his turn, initiated his own somn,
Ugraéravas in the Itihasa (i. e. Jaya-samhita) and six other disciples in the
Purana (Purana-samhita). The six disciples are (i) Sumati Atreya (i) Akrta-
vrana Kadyapa (iii) Agnivarcas Bharadvaja (jv) Mitrayu Vasista (v) Somadatta
Savarni and (vi) Suéarman Saméapayana.

Vyasa Krishna Paradara wrote the Purana-samhita with information
derived from Akhyanas Upakhyanas, Gathas and Kalpa-vikyas which were
handed down from generation to generation by means of oral tradition. Some
of these were iu verse form. His study and proficiency in them enabled him to
wiite the Purana-sarmhita which he taught to Siita Lomaharsana. Omp this
account, the Sasmhita came to be known as Siita’s’ recension. Of the six dis-
ciples of Siita, only three became promulgators of their own Sasihitas. Kasyapa
and Savarni had their own different Sasishitas while Sam$apayann had his
own peculiar one. ‘The original Purana-sarhita of Vyasa Krishna Paragara,
thus developed into four recensions. Of these that of Samsapayana was
peculiar being in the form of a dialogue and differed in this respect from the
other three which were in the forin of a continuous narrative. These four
recensions, however, differed very little from each other in subject matter.
They are said to be in the form of mere variations of the same text like the
$akas of the Vedas and almost possess verbatim agreement with one another.
Each Samhita consisted of four sections called padas and each Sarmhita, excep-
ting Samsapayana’s comprised 4000 $lokas or stanzas. '

4
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Elsewhere the Vayu-purana (also Brakmanda) records the names of ;

the four padas thus —
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i (Vayu-P. L iv,)
They are (i) Prakriya-pada (ii) Anusanga-pada (iii) Upodghata-pada
and (iv) Upasamhara-pada.
IV. SEARCH FOR THE PURANA-SAMHITA.

The facts presented above regarding the Purana-sambhita cleatly show
that the work relates genuine history constructed from pure historical tradition

~unadulterated with any sort of religious beliefs. Being the work of Vyasa.
Krishna Parasdara, it must have been composed about 1940 B. C., the date of the °

Great Bharata Battle being 1945 . ¢. Tt will be shown below that this date is
arrived at from a computation of the data supplied by the Appendix-chapter to
the Purana-sawmhita. 'This Sarmbhita is thus older than the Atharva-veda, the
Brahmanas and the Upanisads Only the Rig-veda Saihita is older than the
Purana-samhita. The latter is necessary for understanding the allusions found
in the Rig-veda Samhita,_ which abounds with them. Hence it is said —
Ffograguumat 3% agTgedd

The Purana-sarhita is thus the oldest historical record of the warld.

It is a pity that such a precious work should be lost to the world. The
first and foremost business of every educationist of India must be to search for

it and recover it. That monumental work of reference, the Catalogus Cata-

logorum of Th Aufrecht, fails to’record it. The various reports on the search
for Sanskrit manuscripts by eminent scholars instituted by the Government fare
no better. No list of public or private libraries contains the name of the work.
It is needless to detail here the fruitless attempts made for its recovery not only
in our country but also abroad. It may firmly be affirmed that .no manuscrip.
of the Purana-sarmhita exists in any country.

V. MY ATTEMPTS TO RESTORE THE PURANA-SAMHITA.
An attempt to recover and restore the Purana-samhita was suggested
to me — though vaguely — by two things, and I entertained hopes of recovering
it as early as 1915, the fifth year of my Puranic studies.

~ First, from my memory of the contents of the Puranas, in the study of
which I spared no pains, I found that some stanzas are ‘repeated verbatim
from some other Puranas.
significance.

~ Secondly, Mallinatha, in his Safijivini on the first stanza in the
Raghuvamsa, remarks —

g TR AT I NIRRT |
5

This repetition, I thought, must have some
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Here Mallinatha styles Vayu-purana as Samhita! and it struck me that this
statement must have some significance. The Vayu-purana, perhaps, has some
close reiation to the Sarmhita,

Keeping these facts in my mind, I began to examine the $lokas
which were repeated in different Puranas. Staunch sectarian Puranas, like.
Padma, Kurma, Linga, etc. do not cantain these stanzas. Those like Vishnu,
Markandeya, etc. contain very few of them. Matsya and Harivamsa (although
the latter is not a Purana ) contain hundreds of stanzas in common with Vayu
and.Brahmanda, while these last Puranas have thousands of stanzas in common
though they are not in a continuous line. A careful study of these scattered
common passages reveals a continuity and sequence in the subject matter. This
induced me to copy the common passages in the different Purapas in parallel
columus on big sheets. [ first treated in this manmner the account of the Yadava
dynasty in the Brahmanda, Vayu, Matsya and the Harivarsa. In the common
text T observed a closer resemblance between Brahmanda and Vayu on the one
hand and between Matya and Harivamséa on the other. This arrangement in

_parallel columns revealed certain omissions here and there — which occasionally

appeared to have been intentional. When I made sufficient progress in the
formation of the parallel text, I was convinced that the common norticn was
the Purana-samhita. | :

But there was some difficulties which had to be got over before the
thesis could be established. '

(A.) The first difficulty was that the common portion to Vayu and
Brahmanda puranas numbered 7557 stanzas. The two lacunae in the Brahmanda
purana extended to 826 stanzas. So the total of the common stanzas come to
8383 — a number slightly more than twice the expressly stated extent (4000

-stanzas ) of the Purana Sashita. This has come about in the following manner.

The priestly caste deliberately incorporated in the Purana Sashita, portions
relating to subjects not coming strictly within the purview of the Sarhita but
to which they wanted the lay people to attach equal importance with it, such
as the worship of the Gods like Vishnu, Nilakantha ete,(like stotras, stavas ‘etc.)
the offerings to the dead ($raddha), Astrology and so forth. The Sashita
must be ‘wholly Purinic or histurical in content and anything not Purdpic in
nature must be considered as extraneous to it and scrupulously eschewed. Suck
portions have been carefully removed by me and the genuine Sarhita restored.
This work of sepaiating Purapic (historical) matter from the non-Puranic
is a very difficult one requiring minute study, vast experience, great discrimi-
nation and immense precation in the worker. Dexterity in this work may be
likened to the gift of the swan in separating milk and water.

(B.) ‘The next difficulty was with regard to the conflicting synchro-
nisms. Though alarming at first, this reduced itself to be only apparent on a
thorough understanding of the correct order of the contents. The neglected *
condition of the Puranas led to veritable misunderstandings which in their turn
led to wrong readings. As a result, for instance, the Pafichdla chronology,
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which consisted of five contemporary dynasties is misrepresented as a single
dynasty, tagging on one to the other.)! Similarly the Aiksvakava dynas?ies,
which are really five different conteinporary branches, are joined together }nto
a single whole.” How can synchronisms be established with such genealogies?
The corrected chronologies wonderfully corroborate the synchronisms. T.he
task of discovering the knots or joints and rearranging the paiallel genealog@
is no easy one. A thorough acquaintance with the deeds of the royal and gshi
personages with their inter-relations is the only key to it ; but this démands 8
wide study of the vast literature. In truth, the study of the Rg-veda .for this
purpose occupied eight years of my time. I find from experience t}'xat the
critical stndent of the Rg-Veda is at present helpless as the commentaries and
translations rather inislead than lead him along the right path, as tire authors
of these had themselves no historical knowledge of the times and of the
~ personages whose stories they were interpreting. The same 1k about‘ the same
person means one thing for them in one place and quite another thing in another
place, They interpret proper nouns as common nouns. I could no'te down
many names of towns, rivers, mountains and tribes in the Rg-veda which were
not explained by Vedic scholars, Indian or foreign.

Next in importance to the Rg-veda in the Mahabharata, that treasure
house of innumerable episodes, a knowledge of {which is of great help in
deciding historical matters. But the difficulty with these stories is that they
are uot all reliable. Some of them are later additiotis, but on that account the
value of the Mahabharata for the purpose connot be deprecated..

The Taittireya and the Maitrayaneya samhitas, the Tandya, the

Aitareya and the Satapatha brahmanas, the Chandogya, the Praénaz and the |
- Brhadaranyaka upanisads and some of the important Anukramanis and Pari-

$istas come next into consideration after the Mahabharata. One point with
reg'ard to the Taittiriya and the Maitrayaniya samhitas is worthy of note, ‘The
first three Prasnas (or prapathkas) of the Maitrayaniya samhita corresponding
to the first four prasnas of the Taittariya sarhita form the real Sanhita portion
for the Charakadhvaryus usually known as the Black Yajur-veda. This portion,
I hold, is older than the Rg-veda. :

(C.) The corroboration of allusions was another difficulty. It lay
in distinguishing and discriminating names of petsonages with similar or
identical spelling. The neglected Puranic texts mixed up such names and a
world of confnsion arose in consequence. For instance, Bharadvaja ( G. 21),
disciple of King Dhanvantari (G. 20) of Kasi, Bharadvaja (G. 33), the adopted
son of the famous King Bharata ( G. 32), and again Bharadvaja (G. 52), the
contemporary of King Hiranyanabha (G. 52) of Kosala are identified -and
treated as one and the same person. A deep, detailed and critical knowledge
of the vast literature is essential in dealing with such complex matters.

’

1. Seemy “ History of the Pafichila (Vedic period).”

2. See my paper ‘‘Aikgvaka dynasty’ in the Bharatiya Vidya Vol. IV, Ft. II for May
1948, P. 217 1. ’ ’ :
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, (D.) Questions of metre and language also demanded attention.

. Irregularities in metre and language occur which help in the work of restoration
of the Purana-samhita. With their help, the older meterial can be distinguished
from the later. They also suggest the process of pratisasskara. In ancient
days, all popular literature was written in the dialect of the educated class.
< The two great medical treatises the Caraka-sashita and the Sudruta-samhita
lead to this conclusion. They are both pratisasmskrta — works.! - In the same
manner the Purana-sasmhita also appears to have undergone the process of
pratisarmskara, This explains the differences in the spelling of proper names
in different texts, as e. g. ’Jﬁﬁﬂﬁ{ and Hﬁﬁfﬁ'

I have described above some of the main difficulties encountered in
restoring the Purana-sashita and the methods adopted by me to overcome
them. T am glad to annouuce that [ was able to restore the Purana-samhita
after thirty years of patient labour with an unbiased mind in acquiring an
intimate knowledge of the vast literature. I started the work in 1915 which
bore fruit in 1942, ‘

VI. THE RESTORED PURANA-SAMHITA.

- 'There can be no doubt. that the Purana-samhita is worth the time and

- labour spent upon it when we-see that its contents are genuine history. The

study of the Purana-samhita opens up a new vista of knowledge and drives

away superstition, credulity and belief in superhuman powers. Its contents are

logical. I shall adduce some instances but réfrain from giving reasons for want
of space. ’ '

(i) The Purana-sarmhita omits fictitious episodes and relates only
historical ones. The birth and parentage -of Sakuntala or Sakuntalopakyana,
Visvamitrayagaraksana of the Ramayana, Kartaviryakatha of the Brahmanda-
are fictitious episodes and are consequently omitted in theySamhita. They were
invented to attribute superhuman powers to the Brihmans.

(i) The Purana-sarihita exhibits the basic facts upon which the
superstitious stories of religious bigotry have been based attributing superhuman
powers to some peronage or deity. The metaphor of the lotus for instance, in
the geography portion of the Sarmbhita is developed into the story of Padma-
nabha, wherein a lotus creeper is conceived as issuing forth from the navel of
God Vishnu with God Brahman seated in a lotus at the end of the creeper,
The three worlds, Svarga, Martya and Patala located by the Purana-sarmhita on
this earth — one beyond the other from North to South — are transferred out-
side the world and placed one below the other in a vertical manner, Svarga
above and Patala below the Martya. both beyond the scope of human vision.

(ili) The Purana-sasnhita records the families, the lives and deeds of
ancient heroes who are transformed into immortals in the Rg-Veda. About 25
to 30 generations .(G.), i.e. 9to 10 centuries intervene between the actual

1. Compareé the statemeut of the Caraka-samhite HMITFHT a5 aCfageEa |
Sutrasth. xxx 84; Cikiteisth, xxx 324.)
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performances of the ancient heroes and? their” incorporation in the Rg-Vedg.

It is worthy of note that the earlier the mantrd, the more heroic and less divine ,

.will be the deeds depicted. ' The humau‘nature of the heroes gradually melted
away and was replaced by the divine nature. Compare, for instance, the hymns
of Grtsamada (G. I8) with those of Bharadvaja (G. 33) and the latter with those
of Vamadeva (G. 46). '

(iv) In the Purana-satnhitq, the Rsis are depicted as normal human

beings of mortal nature, and their lives and doings, as purely human. They
are styled as the authors of their poetical and prose compositions. The Vedas
are not revealed texts and superhuman powers are not attributed to the rsis.

(v) The ten incarnations of God Vishnu are unknown to the Purana-
samhita. The idea of incarnation itself is foreign to it. :
and Vamana are three of the twelve Devasura battles. The Sashita mentions
Rama Dasarathi and Krsna Vasudeva as mere heroic kings without any special
divine uature in them. The names Matsya and Kiirma are not found in the
Saihita

7

(vi) 'The Yuga division of time, so common in works on Astronomy,

period of five years, each year in it having a separate name for it. Lagadha
© also explains Yuga in a similar way. The Purana-sarihita uses the words
krita, treta and dvapara in its own peculiar way. The stages in the development
of the civilization of the human race are termed siddhis. The different siddhis
are distinguished by different names. T'he first stage is called the Erta-siddhi,
Next came tretamukha-siddhi, treta-madhya-siddhi and treta-anthya-siddhi in
order. The last is dvapara.
sumhita. Thus for );he Aitihasika, there is only one series of krta, treta and
dvapara from the creation to the destruction of the world. The terms kalpa,

manvantara and mahayuga are unknown to the Aitihasikas and the Purana-
samhita. These terms are invented by Astronomers who have to deal with large’

pertods of Years in their calculations from the beginning of the Uuiverse,

These are a few of the notable points about the Purana-sarhita.
There are several others of equal interest but space forbids me from mentioning
them here. o ’

¥
VII. THE CONTENTS OF THE PURANA-SAMHITA. A
The Purana-samhita, as restored by me, consists of all the four padas,
viz. (i) Prakriya-pada, (i) Anusafnga-pada, (iii) Upodghita-pada and (iv)
Upasamhara-pada.

Prakriya-pada is mere cosmogony as conceived by the Aitihasikas.
Though this is not real history in the modern sense, to the ancient Aitihasika,
Purina is not complete without a description of the creation and the destruction
of the Universe. For them, history must begin with creation and end with the
destruction of the Universe. The last or Upasamhara-pada describes the énd

Varaha, Narasimha

The tern kali is not mentioned in the Purana-

. | vas and (ii) the Ailas.
1s not known to the Purana-samhita. The Samhita explains the Yuga as a

PURANA SAMHITA 63
of the Universe and history. These two padas are small ones, consisting of five
and three adhyayas respectively and comprise 300 and 125 stanzas in order.

Actual history begins with the seccnd pada. Here again, the child-
hood of the human race forms the preface The first stage of the human race
is that without shelter to live in and without prepared food to live on. Then
comes the second stage in which the human beiugs lgarned to collect honey and
wild grains to feed on and to build huts to live in, The evolution of the tribes
takes place in the third stage. All this belongs to the prehistoric period. Then
follows the history of the various dynasties. 'This is followed by the geography
of the world as known to the Aitihasikas. The three lokas, Svarga the (heaven)
Martya (land of mortals) and Patala (the nether world) are located only on the
surface of this earth. The geography covers nearly two-thirds of the padas
The pada closes with the dynasties of Uttinapada and Havirdhana.

The third or Upodghata-pada begins with description of the Ancient
Indian tribes which are nearly sixty in number. The tribes are grouped into
four Praja-sargas, viz. (1) I$vara-praja-sarga (ii) Dharma-praja-sarga (iii)
Kasyapa-praja-sarga and (iv) Pulaha-praja-sarga. Then follows the descrip-
tion of the royal dynasties which fall into two great groups, (i} The Aiksvika-
The latter is subdivided into (a) the Yadavas (b) the
Turvasus (c) the Druhyus ('c'i) the Anavas and (e) the Pauravas. These
include the Ksalropeta-dvija dynasties which Ksatriya dynasties admitted into
Brahm‘anism, such as the Haritas, Vrsnuvrthas, Mudgalas, Maitreyas, Kanvas
etc. The total number of dynasties recorded in tha Purana-samhita come to
nearly one hundred. The Purana-saihita records the history of 50 generations
from the beginning to the time of the Great Bharata Battle (c. 3600 to 1900 B.c.)
Subsequently an Appendix-chapter, called the Bhavisyad-rajanukirtana, was
added at the end of this pada bringing the chronology down to 800 a. p. This
Appendix, though it is a later addition, is very important as it immensely helps
us in fixing the dates iu the early period of our country’s history. The Appendix
records the duration of the reign of each king and the duration of each dynasty,
as well as the dynastic totals.

The foliowing is a concise synoptic exhibition of the contents of the
Purana-samhita, chapter by chapter.

I. PRAKRIYA-PADA.

Ch. St. Subject - matter. Generatious. Period.
I 38 The 12-Vear sattra-yaga of Rsis
in Kuruksetra, when King Adhi-
simak;spa was reigning et Hasti-
napura, Siita comes to them.
1I 103  Brief narration of the contents of
the Purana-samhita.
1M1 48  'The dirgha-sathra of the Naimiéiya

Rsis in the reign of King Puriiravas.

10
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Ch.
v

11

11T

w

Vi
VIL

VIII
X
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St.
61

50

75

43

49

44

46
43

29
66

Subject - matter.
The formation ef Hiranya-garbha
(egg of the Universe).
The floating of the Earth and the
nine creations.

[y

II. ANUSANGA-PADA,
Krta-praja-siddhi or the first stage
of the human race (Homeo Sapins).

Treta-mukha-siddhi or the second
stage of the human race (Begin-

- ning ‘of social life).

Treta-madhya-siddhi
into tribes.

or division

The beginning of actual record
history.

i. Akiiti dynasty e ... 2—14
" ii. Presiiti dynasty . 2 -3
jii. Dharma dynasty 3—5

iv. Rudra’s progeny .

v. Bhrgu dynasty 3—7
vi. Marica dynasty 3—6
vil. Angirasa dynasty 3—6

viii, Atri dynasty . 3—14

ix. Pulastya dynasty e 3—4

x., Pulaha dynasty . 3—05
xi, Kratu dynasty . . 3—4
xii. Vadistha dynasty .. 3—5

xiii. Dynasty of Agni . e 3—9
xiv. Dharini dynasty (Pitrs) 3—4

and the episode of Daksa-
Yajna.

The Yuga of five years

Praja-sannivesa or the lords of the
seven dvipas.
xv. Nabhi dynasty

xv1. Pratihira dynasty

1

Generations. Period.

B. C.
C. 3566 — 3466
c. 3566 — 3500
c. 3533 — 3433
C. 3533 — 3366
C. 3533 — 340v
c. 3533 — 3400
C. 3533 — 3466
C. 3533 — 3466
C. 3533 — 3433
C. 3533 — 3466
C. 3533 — 3433
C. 3533 — 3300
c. 3533 — 3466

B. C.

2—9 c 3566 — 3300

Ch. St.

X 42

| XI.XIIT 439
] ¥

XIV 79

XV-XVIII 239

XIX 62
XX 23
XXI 44
XXII 133
1061
XXIIT 145
1673

I 133

1I 44

PURANA SAMHITA

GEOGRAPHY.
Subject - matter.
Situaticn of the Jamba-dvipa.
Loka-padma or the Metaphor of
the ¢ World-lotus. ’
The four great rivers of Heaven
[Note:— According to the Purana-
sarirhita, Heaven is Central Asia.]
The nine Varsas.
Kailasa-mountain and the Sapta-
sindhu. .
The Varsa: parvatas and the Udadhi-
pravistas (Ocean heights).
The Anu-dvipas (or the East Indes)
and other islands. End of the
. description of Jambu-dvipa,

[Note.~ Jambu-dvipa is the Conti-
nent of Asia.]

The other six Dvipas.

The episodes of Dhruva, Vena and
Prthu. Clearing of forests and the
introduction of Agriculture,

xvii.- Dhruva dynasty

xviii. Havirthana dynasty .
and the episode of Daksa
Préacetasa.

III. UPODGHATA-PADA.
ANCIENT INDIAN TRIBES.
1. Iévara-praja-sarga.
The birth of I$varas and Prajapatis
i. The Bhargavas
il. The Angiraras
ili. The Marichis
The Progeny of Daksa, Pracetas.
The migration of the Haryasvas

(first wave) and of the Sabalagvas
(second wave) the west.

12

65

Generations. Period.

B. C.

2—15, c. 3566 — 3100
7—12 c. 3400 — 3200

B.C,

14 —17 c. 3166 — 3033
13—16 c. 3200 — 3066
13—16 c¢. 3200 — 3066
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III

Ch.
v

VI

VII

VIII

IX
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37

St.
31
138

171

66

224

291

II. Dharma-prdja-sarga.
i The Sadhyas ii. The Vasus
iii. Vidvedevas. iv-x. Other
tribes.
III. Kasyapa-praja-sarga.
Subject - matter.
i. Tbe Adityas, ii. The Rudrlas,
iii. The Daityas iv. The Maruts
v. The Danavas. vi. The Dana-
yusas and vii. Deva-gandharvas.
The twelve Devasura battles.
1. Nirasimha, 2, Vimana, 3: Vara-
ha, 4. Amrta-mathana, 5. Taraka-
maya, 6. Adibaka, 7. Traipura,
8. Andhakira, 9. Vartraghna. 10.
Dhvaja, 11. Halahala, 12. Kolahala,
Asura migration to Rasatala.
The description of Rasatala.
Krsna — bhauma {Atala)
. Pagdu - bhauma (Sutala)
Rakta — bhauma (Vitala)
Pita — bhauma (Gabhastala)
. Sarkara — bhauma (Mahatala)
. Sita — bhauma (Sritala)
. Svarna — bhauma (Patala).
Sesavasa.
viil. The Mauneyas (gandharvas)
ix. Aristas {Apsarases)
x. Vainateyas (Paksis)
xi. Kardraveyas (Nagas)®
xii. Khadas (Yaksas and Raksasas)

N o e W =

IV DPulgha-praja-sarga.
i. Mrgas, ii. Mx;ganiadas, iii. Hara-
yas, iv. Vanaras, v. Sdrameyas,
vi. Airavatas, (Gajas) vii. Bhiitas
viii. Piédcas, ix. Darhstras,
x. Rshyas, xi. Tairyas, xii. Sau-
rasas (Sarpas).
111. Kasyapa-praja-sarga. (concld)
xiii. Tamras, xiv. Iras.

13

Generations Duration.

Ch,

XI

XII

XIII

. XIV

XV

XVI
XVII

XVIIT

St.
78

179

72

. 78

175

101

24
77

53%

PURANA SAMHITA

L. Isvara-praja-sarga (contd.)
Subject-matter.

iv. Kasyapas, v. Paulastyas,
vi. Atreyas, vii. Later Kadyapas,
viii. Vasisthas.

Mantra-krtas  ( Vedic authors ).

Vedic schools (Veda-$3khas). Pura-

nic schools, Numerical extent of

Veda-mantras.

The seven Pitr-tribes.

ix. Vairajas, x. Barhisadas, xi.
Agnigvattas,  xii. Kavyas,
xiii. Upahiitas, xiv. Ajyapas,
xv. Sukalas.

‘ ROYAL DYNASTIES.

The Dynasty of Varuna, Birth of
Vaivasvatas, .

1. The progeny of Id3, 2. Prsadhra,
3. Kariisa, 4. Nabhagodista,
5. Praméu dynasty, 6. N arisyanta
dynasty, 7. Saryati dynasty, 8. Dhrs-
ta, 9. Nabhaga. q

I'. The Aiksvakavas,

(i) The first dynasty. The episode of 12—45
Sasada. The episode of Dhun-
dhumara: The episode of Tri-
sanku. _ .

(ii) The Second dynasty. The epi- 24—45
sode of Bahu and of Sagara.

(iii) The Third dynasty. Rama gathas. 29—50
(iv) The Fourth dynasty . .45—52
(v) The Fifth dynasty ... 37—50

The Nimi dynasty (The Maithilas) 13---51

II. The Ailas.

The Coronation of King Soma.
The episode of King Puriiravas
and Urva$i.

‘The Dynasty of Jahnn. ) 12— 14

14

67

Generations, Duration.

B. C
. 3235—2100

C. 2833—2100

C, 2666—1933
C. 2133—1866
¢, 3400—1933

€. 5200—1900

C. 3223—3133
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Ch.
XIX

XX

XXI

XXII

XXIIT
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St. Subject-matter No. of kings
115 The Saunakas. The Kaéi dynasty. 16—38
Prince Raji. The story of Marutta.
The Anena dynasty. Nahusa’s sons
Yayati gathas.
311 (a) The Yadava dynasties. :
The Haihaya dynasty 18—35
The Krostu dynasty - vee 19—45
The Bhajamana dynasty oo 46—47
The Devavrdha dynasty . 46—47
The Andhaka dynasty 46—51
The Varsneya dynasty. 46—52
The episode of the syamantaka- gem.
The progeny of Krishna Vasudeva. ‘
122 (b) The Turvasu dvnasties (South) I8—27"
(¢) The Drhyu dynasties (North) ... 18—25
(d) The Anava dynasties (East and
West.) . 18—31
The Anga dynasty. The epi- _ ‘
sode of Dirghataimas. ... 31-51
(¢) The Paurava dynasties.
152 ‘The Paurava dynasty 18—56
The five Pancala dynasties.
1. The first dynasty of Mudgala ... 43—47
2. The second dynasty of Sgiijaya 43—57
3, The third dynasty of Brhadisu =~ 43—53
4. The fourth dynasty of Yavinara. 43—56
5. The fifth dynasty of Kampila 43-353
The early Barhadradha dynasty.
2667
222 APPENDIX-CHAPTER
The later Paurava dynasty
The later Aiksvakava dynasty
The later Barhadratha dynasty 22
The Pradyota dynasty 5
The Saidunaga dynasty 10
" The contemporary dynasties
The Nine Nandas 9
The Maurya dynasty 10 ?

Dynastic total.

2. 3100—2333
v B. C.

c. 3033—2433
c. 3000—2100
c. 2100—2033
c. 2100— 2033
. 2100— 1900
¢. 2100—1866
. 3033—2700

c. 3033—1766

€. 3033—2566

¢, 2600-—1900

c. 3033—1733

C. 2200—2033
c. 2200—1900
c. 2200—1833
c. 2200—1733
c. 220C—1833

Vrs.
1000
138
263

100
137

PURANA SAMHITA

l 69
Ch. St. ~ Subject-matter No. of kings Dynastic totai.

' The Sunga dynasty 10 112

The Kanva dynasty 4 45

The Andhra dynasty 30 456

The Andhra-bhrtyas

The Kiugs of other dynasties
Degeneration in society. b

IV UPASAMHARA-PADA

I 48  The burning of the world. The flood.
1I 29 ° The dissolution of the.world into elements.
IIT 43

The re-creation of the world, The school of puranic teachers,
VIII THE DATE OF THE PURANA-SAMHITA

The Purana-samhita was written by Vyasa “Krishna Paradara who
wrote also the Jaya-sasbhita, the kernel of the Mahabharata. He was a contem-

_porary of the Mahabhirata Battle. So the date of Vyasa Krsna Paradara and

his two Sarhhitas. The Appendix or Bhavisyadrajanukirtana, though it is not
the work of Vyasa, greatly helps us in fixing the exact date of the Great Bharata
Battle The'importance of the Appendix lies in this and in fixing the events
that foilowed it. The Appendix furnishes the duration of each Tdng’s reign
with the dynastic totale., There is no real discripency in the facts noted in it
and the so-called discripancy is only appatent due to scribal erross.) »

King Somadhi succeeded his father Sahadeva, (son ' of Emperor
Jarasandha of Magadha when the father was killed in the Great Bharata Battle.
This Magadha dynasty goes by the name of the Later Barhadratha dynasty
which comprises 22 kings who reigned for a period of 1000 years.

Who are the successors of the Later Barhadrathas of Girivraja ?
Some scholars (and I too for some time) believed that the pradyotas were their
sucessors. T'his is a mistake. The pradyotas ruled at Avanti in Malwa and
they were the successors of the Vitihotra dynasty of Avanti. Munika (or
Punika) killed his master, the last Vitihotra king and placed his son, ‘Pradyota
on the throme of Avanti. The Pradyota dynasty was exterminated by th;
Magadha Emperor Mahapadmananda. So the Pradyotas did not come
between the later Birhadrathas and the Saidunagas who were originally kings
of Varanasi or Benares. The Saidunigas overthrew the power of the later
Barhadrathas at Girivraja and occupied the throne of Magadha,

That the Pradyotas never preceded the Saiduna )

as is clear]
the following synchionisms. 8 y proved by

1. Buddha was the contemporary of King Vivisira and his two sons
Datsaka 'and Ajatasatru. 2 King Udayana of Kausambi was born on the samf;
day on which Buddha is said to have been born. 3. King Pradyota was the
father-in-law of King Udayana of Kaudambi who also married the daughter of

King Vivisara of Magadha and sister of King Daréaka. 4. Buddha died in the
. v
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eighth year of King Ajatasatru$ reign, who, out of fear of invasion by King:
Pradyota of Avanti, had the walls of his fort repaired.

The above facts prove beyond all doubt that Buddha, King Pradyota
of Avanti, King Udayana of Kauéambi and King Vivisara and his two sons,
Daréaka and Ajitadatru of Girivraja were contemporaries. Thus the Pradyotas
of Avanti were the contemporaries of the later SaiSunagas. The Saisunagas-
were succeeded by, the Mauryas; the latter by the Sangas and these by the
Kanvas who were overthrown by the Andhras of Pratisthana. The Andhra's-
extended their empire to the east coast of India as far north as the Mahanadi-
delta where they came in coutact with Magadha.

The Saka-Satraps extended their conquests towards the south as far
as Malwa where they came in contact with the kings of Ujjayini, who the;y
defeated and made Ujjayini their capital. This brought the Saka-satraps in

direct conflict with the powerful Andhras of Pratisthana. The most noteworthy -

featiof the Saka-satraps is the defeat of the Audhra King, Hala or Salivahana,
at the very beginning of his reign which thus terminated in ome year. The
Saka kings commemorated their success by establishing an era, called the
Saka-nrpa-kala or briefly the Saka era. This Saka-Andhra 1ivalry continued
for some generations more. The . point worthy of note is that the reign of
King Hala marks the beginning of the Saka era.

The following computation results from the above facts:

The late Barhadradhas 1000 Years.
The Saiunagas 363 °,,
The Nandas 100 .,
The Mauryas 137,
The Sungas 11z,
The Kanvas 45
The Andhras upto King Hala 261,

Total 2018 Years.

Saka Era beging in 78 A.D. So the date of the Great Bhirata Battle is
2618—78+ 1 =1941 B.C.!

The two Samhitas (Purana and Jaya) were written after the Great
‘Bharata Battle. Allowing five years for their composition, the date of the
Samhitas would be 1936 B.C.

THE DATE OE THE APPENDIX CHAPTER

Oue chronological portion - of the Apf)endix, records at the close that
while the Gupta Kings were reigning over Magadha, Saketa aud Prayaga along
the Ganges, Manidhanyajas were ruling over Kosala, Andhra, l'undra and

1. The dynastic period of the later Birhadrathas is given above a< 10(0: but the totai er
the regnal years of the kings comes to 1004. So the date may be pushed back o 1945,

17
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.

“Tamralipta, and Guha was ruling over Kalinga, Mahisa and Mahendra. The
Gupta dyuasty came to a close in 520 A.p. So the Appendix could not have
‘been written before 500 a.D. As the successive dynasties of the Guptas are not
mentioned in it, it would not have been written much later than 500 a.p*
Bapa-bhatta who flourished about 625 A.D. says that he read out Vayu-purana
to his relatives.

gad @R aadAgtTtar fa Aot den e g T o
(Harsacarita ch. I1I, p. 95. :
‘The Appendix chapter forms the last 200 slokas of Adhyaya xxxvii of the
Uttara-khanda of the Vayu-purana. So 550 A.D. is the most reasonable date
that can be assigned to the Appendix-chapter.

IX ConcLusiowN.

Such is the story of the Purana-sarhita, the earliest historical record
in the world. How it originated from the haad of Vyasa, Krishna Paradara,
how its first recension was published by Siita Lomaharsana, how three more
tecensions came into exisience, how it was embedded in the early Purdnas and
disappeared as a separate work, how after so many centuries it is now restored
in its original form by patient labours extending to more than a quarter century
how it is a historical treasure of great value—all these have been described in
the foregoing pages. The Sarmhita supplies us with the systematic history of
our country beginning with the childhood of the human race. The recorded
history begius with c. 3600 B.c. and ends with 1940 B.c. The Appendix brings
the chronology down to 300 A.D. where Epigraphy begins to offer its help for
the reconstruction of the history of our country. But for the Purana-saiihita,
the history of our :country from 4000 BC. to 700 B.c. would have heen a
complete blank as the Pali and Magadhi literatures begin to appear after the
last mentioned date. The historical facts in the Vedas and the Brahmanas
are so meagre that they do not help much ‘n the reconstruction of onr history.
‘Thus the value and importance of \he Purana-sasihita cannot be exaggerated.

It must therefore, be the sacred duty of every educational institution

- of India to preserve carefully such a valuable historical record from again

falling into oblivion. It should be the primary duty of our magnates to
resuscitate and popularise it.
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